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Press statement – 03.04.2017

Delegations / External relations

The Delegation for relations with
Palestine unequivocally condemns
the new settlement announcement by
Israel on Palestinian land
“The new settlement announced by the Israeli government in the occupied West
Bank is illegal under international law and yet another obstacle to the two-state
solution. We condemn it unequivocally,” Neoklis Sylikiotis, Chair of the
Delegation for relations with Palestine said. “The EU and the Member States
must act strongly and collectively to defend the two-state solution. It is the only
solution for a lasting peace in the region”.

The Delegation warned that whilst the new Israeli government policy on settlements
may seem to be one of restraint, it could in fact allow continuing settlement expansion
within and around settlements and even on new lands.

“Analysts on the ground are warning that this policy will effectively allow Israel to
continue building settlements and expanding the existing settlements without
limitations,” Chair Sylikiotis noted.

The EU must be vigilant on this and must not allow further settlements and settlement
expansion that would make the two-state solution impossible, with no land left for a
viable Palestinian state, the Delegation urged.

“The international community is against the settlements and settlement expansion as
they are illegal under international law,” Chair Sylikiotis said. “UN Security Council
resolution 2334 clearly states that Israel’s establishment of settlements has no legal
validity, constitutes a flagrant violation under international law and is a major obstacle
to the vision of two States living side-by-side in peace and security. And flying in the
face of the international community’s position is this announcement by the Israeli
government of a new settlement, the first in over twenty years”.

The Delegation called on the EU to abide by UN Security Council 2334 which calls on
all States to “distinguish, in their relevant dealings, between the territory of the State of
Israel and the territories occupied since 1967”.



The Israeli government has announced it will establish a new settlement, publish
tenders for 1,992 settlement units, and declare more land deep inside the West Bank
as ‘state land’.
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